INNOTRACK was an uncommon technical research and development project in that it included thorough investigations of the current state-of-the-art, also in areas outside the purely technical field. One such example is the paper by Bouch and Roberts on current logistics practices in Europe. The conclusions of this investigation are representative also for other state-of-the-art investigations in INNOTRACK: there exists a large number of common European issues that are significant cost drivers. This may seem like an obvious conclusion, but to obtain the data to establish, quantify, and specify such conclusions has required significant resources. The paper by Bouch, Roberts, and Amoore can serve as an illustration of one of the problems involved: currently significant amounts of cost data are collected around Europe. However, since cost categories differ, a significant amount of work is required to make any comparisons between different networks, not to mention the difficulties that are involved in drawing any conclusions on common European cost drivers. Bouch et al. So far only the development aspects of INNOTRACK (and the papers included in this Special Issue) have been highlighted. However, it is crucial for a sound innovation-focused project that the scientific dimension is also accounted for. There are at least three aspects to this: first, there is a need to allow the investigations to go deeper than a pure developmentfocused study. The papers presented in this special issue are evidence that this has truly been the case. Second, the investigations carried out need to be scientifically sound. In INNO-TRACK, this has been ensured by an extensive peer-reviewing process in which 155 external reviews of project reports have been carried out. A natural expansion of this 'project-based' review is the publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals of which this special issue is a good example. Such publications are also an example of the third aspect of scientific dimension: to disseminate the gained knowledge and expand the common pool of knowledge and know-how. In addition to scientific publications, this includes presentations at scientific conferences, workshops, and the publication of most of the reports on the project website (www.innotrack.eu). This openness is another aspect that distinguishes INNOTRACK from many other EC-funded projects with an industrialized focus.
I would like to thank the editorial board for the possibility and support in creating this Special Issue, and in particular Professor Simon Iwnicki and the Professional Engineering Publishing team for all their help and professional assistance. I would also like to thank the referees for their suggestions in improving the papers. I would also like to take the opportunity to thank all participants in INNOTRACK for their solid work. In particular, the members of the coordination group, the steering committee, and the project office led by the project manager Björn Paulsson, have done heroic efforts in guiding this gigantic project. Finally, I am grateful to the European Commission for their funding. It has become very clear during the last months that the scientific progress, findings, and innovations of INNOTRACK will shape the future of the railway track sector for many years to come and give a significant return on investment. In addition, it is my hope that the positive and open cooperation within INNOTRACK will shape the future of large railway research projects. INNOTRACK is not a stand-alone project; it is a first significant step forward on a journey to improve the track sector through a structured and scientifically-based approach to improvements and life-cycle cost savings.
